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CONOKKIIIIONAL.

SPEECH OP MR. BRODHEAD,
or Pennsylvania.

In tke /Zonae of Utprtunlalivu, /una 35, 1846.
On tho bill reducing the duties on imports and for
other purposes.The tariff bill being under consideration in Committeeof the Whole on the stole of the Union.

Mr Cobb, of Georgia, in the chair.
Mr. bKOOHEAL) obtained the floor, and commencedby observing that the Houae would bear

him witneaa that oinca he had been a member he
had constantly nought to render himeelf uaeful aa a

working man, rather than conapicuoua in the way
of epeach-maktng. Political discussions, pereooal
controeeretee and explanations, and dtaputea about
pointa of order, (he eaid.) were generally nnprufiiableto the membere and tha country, and uninterestingto those who read our proceedings. Ae he
bail studiously avoided ell three, he claimed the indulgenceol'the committee with aome confidence, for
the reasons which would appear during the couraa

of hia raniarka, while he expressed aome of the reaeenewhich would influence hia couraa upon the
(reel eufject now under conaideration.
Two meaauree (aaid Mr B ) having reference to

the revenue and protective policy of the government
are now under conaideration.the act <>f the 30th of
Auguat, 184'd, and the bill now upon the table reportedby a majority of the Committee of Waya and
Mean*, and intended aa a aubatitute for it. The old
law, the evil*, and the remedy, are eubjecta for deliberationand debate. The power ol legislation la

aaid to be the moat important truat which man can

confide to hia fellow-man. In execution of ihia
truer, I am called upon to chooee between there
two meaauree, neither of whieh, in all their detaile,
ia pleaaing to me. It ia, therefora, a choice of evils;
but ofllnal do not complain, for the livea of the
bert of ua are apent in chooeing between evil* It ia
the way we are obliged to get along in legialalion,
and it ia the way we get through this rugged and

per verve world.
The honorable gentleman from Indiana, [Mr.

Owcm,] in his epeech a few daya ago, announced
hinieell in favor of compromise and conciliation, and
invoked ua to meet him and tha other advn.-atea of
the lull of the Committee of Waye and Meana in

that spirit. Sir, I moat cordially accept hia invitation,and aak him, if ha ia governed by that spirit,
why it ia that he desires to change and upturn the
entire revenue policy of this government in one act ?
why it w that he seeks to repeal, from the beginningto the end, the act of 1849, which was ilaelf
n< nf compicmitt? That it was formed by a yield
mg of inieresu and a sacrifice of party feeling, cannotbe denied, and hence it haa merits, at any rate,
in my estimation, for I am a compromiser (except
where honor and principle are concerned) a* well in

mailers which relate to myself aa those which pertainto governmental affair*. It was in this way
that our constitution wan formed.that great charter
of our liberties, under which the peoj leef this countryhave grown and prospered beyond precedent in
the annals of nations. Let any man look at the
history of its formal ion and adoption, and he will
fini that political animosities, local interests, private
grievances, anue consequence, favorite systems. in

one, all the moat powerful and obstinate passions of
the human heart were all sacrificed aa the price of
its purchase. The "old thirteen" became a nation

by a compromise of conflicting interests. In acountryofsuch vast extent, of such diversified climate,
productions, interests, and pursuits, no revenue
laws dpi be framed except in the moet liberal spirit
of compromise; for, in adopting laws for the good of
the whole, aome little injury must of neceamty be
done to the parts. President Polk said, in his inauguraladdress on the 4th of March, 1845 : "It ia «

subject upon which conflicting interests of sections
snu occupiliuni are iu|>pu"«u lu exisi; nmi n pill"
of mutual conctuum and compromise in adjusting th
detaili should be cherished by every pari of our widrrpreadcountry, a* the only mean* of preserving harmonyand a cheerful acquiescence of all in the operationsof the revenue laws." In this sentiment I
most cheerfully concur. But though the extent of
our country and its diversified interests may render
general revenue laws difficult of adjustment and execution,yet, thanks to the wtee framers of the conatitution,a vast internal and coasting trade is allowable,with which, in amount and value, our foreigncommerce is not to be compared. This is
the kind of free trade.American fret trade.
I advocate, and wish to extend, between
a people whose habits, government, and currencyare aimilar. It seems to be very much
overlooked and undervalued lately, but that should
not excite wonder, for the good we seldom miss we

rarely priis. Our foreign commerce is but a drop
in the bucket when compared with the value of our

interiu free trade. The productions of the industry
of my own native State far exceed in value our entireforeign commerce. The trade upon the main
line of tha Pennsylvania State improvements will
shortly exceed it. The trade upon our lakes, to say
nothing of the Mississippi and its branches, now
exceeds it. The Secretary of War, in his report,
says: "With the settlement and growth of the westerncountry, the commerce upon these inland seas

(the lakes) has rapidly increased, and its estimated
annual amount now exceeds, in value, the entire exportsof the products and manufactures of the UnitedStates to all foreign countries." But to return
from this little digreasion, in which I'have indulged
for the purpose of showing the value of our home
markets, end that our internal affairs and domestic indushyshould not be overlooked. I have said that the act
of 18(2 was one of compromise, and, ns 1 always
like to follow an assertion with the evidence of its

correctness, now proceed with the proofs.
In 1842 the duties under Mr. Clay's compromise

act of 1833 came down to 20 per cent, ad valorem
upon all ai tides, without reference to their nature or

kind.upon the luxuries as well as the necessaries
of life. The whole amount of revenue produced
was less than seventeen millions. The sum

required to pay the expenses of the governmentwas about thirty millions. A large debt, in
addition to the one contracted to carry on the Floridawar, was fast accumulating, and a revision of the
revenue laws therefore became necessary. The
whig Congress which came into power with General
Harrison went to work to do it. They passed, in
June, 1842, a bill raising thednticsabovf.20 percent,
on some articles, and continuing the distribution
among the States of the proceeds of the sales of the
public lands in pursuance of the act of 1841. The
act of 1841 contained a provision that, if the duties
Were raised above 20 per cent , the distribution
should not be made. President Tyler vetoed the
bill on the ground that it violated the spirit of the
compromise act, and continued the distribution of
the proceeds of the public lands to the States. Ity
this time the whtgs discovered that they hntl
fallen into n great error in making no declarationof principles for the public eye in
the canvass of 18411; and that, notwithstanding
they had succeeded in electing "Tippecanoe and
Tyler, too," they were most magnificently humbuggedand bambooeled."cahnglcd," to use the
word of the honorable gentleman from Kentucky,
[Mr. Davis].themselves, in electing John Tyler.
Mr. Tyler turned democrat, refused to sign their
bank charters, and his friends and office-holders
asked that justice might be d <ne him. In the heginningof August, in the same summer, they passed
another bill imposing a duty on tea and coffee, and
containing a clause continuing the distribution policy.Mr. Tyler again vetoed it, principally for the
reasons before stated. The democratic members of
Congress sustained him, and strenuously objected
to the distribution and the duty on ten and coffee.
It waa now evident that some compromise must
take place, or the wheels of government would stop.
The rank and file of both parties in Congrssa.those
who care more for the country than they do for
party.united their counsels, and the existing act
waa the result. The leaders of both parties voted
against it, as tha journal* will show. The whigs
yielded the distribution cause, besides making some
other modifications, thereby retaining in the treasury
for ordinary purposes about (2 500,0(10 per annum,
and agreed to place tea and coffee, on which it was
proposed to raise near #2,000,000, in the free list.
I am, therefore, justified in saying that the act of
1842 waa the result of considerable compromise.Hut the honorable gentleman from Indiana says that
it waa pass-d by but a single vote; that it struggled in'o
existence, and that it was not satisfactory to the men
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who naeaed it, and, therefore, it ought to be re

pealed.
The fact that it passed by but one vote is no reasonwhy it should be repealed, provided its practicaloperation has been Beneficial; but, on' the contrary,if precedents are entitled to any weight, it is

an argument in its lavor. A single vote has deter-
mined aome very imports' I meaaurea. The groat
(Cnglish revolution of 1688 waa deterniined by one
or two majority in Parliament. Jefferaon wax

elecied in ihe plaice of Burr, after thiity-eeven triala,
by one vole. Moat of the acta of Congreax in the
memorable session of 1794 were carried by the castingvole of the Vice Preaiilent. The vote of New
York, which finally led to tha convention lor framing
the preaent conatiiutton, after the failure of the An*
riapolia attempt, waa earned by one vota. A bill
chartering a bank of the United Stales once failed
by the ranting vote of Clinton, the then Vice Preaidertt.And laat, though not leuat, Ihe reaoluliona
providing for the adniisaion of Texaa into the UnitedStates were carried in the Senate by one vote.
I well recollect the night they passed, and tha deep
anxiety, the mingled ho|>ea and feara which were

expreeeed upon that eventful occaaion. But it la denouncedaa a whig mcaaure by eouthern gentlemen.Sir, theae gentlemen ought to recalled that
ihe Texaa reeolunona were eubmitted by a whig
from Tenneaaee, Mr. Baowa,] and thai the rueuiutianof notice to Great Britain, which they support

edwith ao much zeal, waa drafted by a whig senatorfrom Kentucky, [Mr. CsittsndznI I apeak
of the body and main features of the resolutions. I
beg leave to aay to theae gentlemen, some of whom
seemed to rise so much above party considerations
upon the Oregon question, that upon a subject like
this, affecting the living and the business of tha people,I leave my party flog at tha door. 1 cannot forgetthat 1 have a "country to serve aa well as a party
to obey."

Tkt act of 1843, as a revenue measure, has keen a

good one At Ihe lime of its passage the governmentwaa largely in debt. 'I reaaury notes were

leaned, and loans were resorted to. We became
borrowers of the brokers in New York and London,to carry on the government. Under this act,
and the proceeds of the land aalea, we have obtainedrevenue enough not only to pay tha expenses of
the government, but to pay off a consuleraMe portionof the public debt, which, on the lal of Octoberlast, amounted to 517,075,445 59- During the
last fiscal year, tha President informs us, in hia
nesaage, that over eight millions of tha public debt
was |M>id; and he adds, "further paymenia of thr
public debt would have been made, in anticipation
of the period of ita reimburaement, under the authorityconferred upon the Secretary of the Treasuryby the acts of July 91, 1841, April 15, 1849,
and March 3, 1843, had not Ihe unsettled state ul
our relations with Mexico menaced hostile collision
with that power." The Secretary of the Treasury
informs ua, in his report, that the receipts and expendituresfor the fiscal year, ending the 30th of
June, 1845, stood aa follows:

BXCSirTS AMP MBANI.
Kromcustoms ..... (37.tM.lli 70
Krom sslvt of public lanili . . . 3,077,033 30
Krom miscoUtnsous sources 103.MM ad

Total receipts .... 09.7M.I33 AC
Add balance in the treasury 1st July, 1844 7,067,379 04

Total means .... 37,«3a.6ll 30
The expenditures during the same fiscal year
amounted to the sum or . 39 900,300 90

Leavings balance iu the treasury oaths 1st
July 1044, of >7.060.300 33

This certainly exhibits a prosperous condition of
the treasury. And, sir, thie balance has continued
to increase; and we were lately informed that we

had over firr/es milliont in the treasury, to begin
and carry on the war with Mexico, in order to obtainindemnity for the poet and security for the future.Sir, auppoce this money had not been
in the treasury, and we had been obliged to raise

the ten millions by direct taxation: Pennsylvania,
already taxed to the ultimatum of financial device,
would have been obliged to nay over one million
ihereof; and how would Indiana, Illinois, anil
Michigan, whose representatives are so loud in their
denuneietions of the preaent tsri.C, nave paid their
quota: But, it is said the moneys so nece-sary to
sustain the rights and honor of ihe nation could
have been obtained by loans. I admit it; but it
would have been by paying a moat exorbitant rale
of interest, and to the great depreciation of State
MOCKS, ailu oy passing a in uin iu pruritic mi nir

payment of the interest, and the creation of a sinkingfund. In the then lUte of our foreign relations
loans could not have been obtained upon favorable
terms; and, besides, just at that time, it would not
have looked very well to have had the «g»nts of the
government begging for loans in New York or London.

But, Mr. Chairman, the Secretary of the Trcasuryargues, in his re|iort, that the present duties on

many articles are prohibitory, and hence there will
shortly be a deficiency of revenue. Sir, this is not
a new position; and it ia as incorrect and untenable
note as it wsa two years ago, when taken by the
honorable gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr.
McKar.] And here permit me, although a little
out of the line of my argument, to conaider this
point. Why it it that the gentleman from North
Carolina, the chairman of the Committee of Ways
and Means, did riot submit a report with his bill,
now under consideration, in conformity with the
uniform practice of the House, showing the reasons
in detail, why the bill should be passed, and placing
them on record to guide the future action of Congress?A bill granting an old Boldier a pension,
regularly reported by a standing committee of this
House, would not be considered for a moment
without a written report: and the gentleman from
North Carolina would be the first to call for the
reading of the report, and object to the passage
if it was not forthcoming. Yet we are gravely askedto puss a bill changing a revenue policy which is
coeval with and has been acted upon since the organizationof the government, without having any
reasons upon the record. This great Committee of
Ways and Means, with the experienced gentleman
from North Carolina at its head, has had thus subjectunder consideration for four months, aided by
the Secretary of the Treasury, and this hill is the
reauli; a poor bald concern, without reason to sustainit, or a leg to stand upon. Bui there is a teasonfor not accompanying the bill with a report; becausea report, to sustain it, must of necessity cut
the throat of a report made by the same gentleman
two years ago. Two years ago we were asked to

modify and change the present rates of duties, in orderto obtain more revenue. It was then gravely
argued that the pretcnt tariff of duiies was too

high to produce sufficient revenue. Ths gentleman
from North Carolina, in his report then, estimated
the deficiency to meet the current expenses for the
fiscal year 1844 and 1845, at two millions. He
says:
"The committee suppose, therafora, that to net aside front

tha appropriations for the fiscal year 1844 arid 184$, two million*and a half (the Name amount which the secretary Net
a*Idc from the appropriation* for the Ascel year 1813 and
1 -*44) for these un -spender! halincei, will ring the calculi*
tion sufficiently near for all practical purpose* Tht* will
whou) iht artu ,1 tirfi itney in the eurrrnt rtrenurs.to mert tke
rurrtnt rrptntn ofthe next fi»cal year, (aictn-iline In the an

tiiipntinne of the arcretary, thut qnatijird,) to hi In round
numbrrt, two million* of dollar*, without nny allowance to
meet any apeclalanJ miacellaneoua appropriation* which
the nreaent Congreaa may make during ita prtnent or aecond
aeaaion, to he after the lirat day of July next, and before
tlie lat day ofjtily, IStO."

Npw, sir, experience has shown that these politicalphilosopher* and financiers were all wrong two
years ego; and that so far from their being a deficiencyin the revenues, a considerable portion of the
public debt bus been paid, and very fortunately there
was lately in the treasury about twelve millions, to
meet the exigencies of the country; so that if the
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means
had undertaken to have given reasons for the passageof the bill now under consideration, he would
have been obliged to unsay what he so confidently
advanced two years ago, and upon which lie then invokedthe action of Congress.

Having thus shown, Mr. Chairman, that the
treasury has been replenished, and the fault of the
satinn maintained, under the practical operations of
the existing tariff, what has been the condition ofthe
people? I have no hesitation in saying that it has
been generally prosperous. The productions of agricultureand the mechanic arts have been much
greater than at any former period of our history
The laboring claates have been furnished with employment,the most important of all means of benefittingthem. The greatest good which can Ire conferredupon the poor it to furnish them with ueeful
end profitable labor. It is honest industry which
makes ihe man. The interests of the laboring classes
should be an object sf primary regard. We are here
tne representative* of labor, and should never for s
moment be unmindful of our solemn duty to aid and
a Ivance its interest. Every member upon this floor,
from ihs northern snd western States, owes his sest
to ths men who labor, and to them ie hit highest responsibility.Lalmr is the great source of wealth;
find that policy which stimulates industry, and gives

lit j
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to the laborer the reward of hie toil, te treat adept*]
to promote the prosperity of the country. Latuir
under the existing tariff, has been much belter rewardedthan under a horizontal a ale of ad valorem
Inline Hut the prevent elate of general proeperity
la not ioltly (aa it te claimed by the whigs) to (>e at
ribuled to the aa'utary operationa of the tariff ol

It ta to the virtue, inuuatry, economy, and
frugality of the people, and particularly to a healthycondition of the currency; for, after all, question!about utriffa reaolve themeelvea, in a greet measure,
into que-iions of currency. It ie the currency ol
every country, be it what it may, which represents
and regulatea the value of the property and the priceof labor. If the wing* were permitted to carry out
their notiona about currency, the preeent tariff of
duliee would be totally inadequate aa a measure of
protection. Trade would be fluctuating, and thi
value of property arid labor uncertain. They never
guard the operations of the money power, or attempt
to restrain its excesses. The commercial and financialhistory of this country shows, that whenever we
have an inflated currency, importations, whether the
rales of duty are high or low, are exceeeive, and of
course the American manufacturer and mechanic are

subjected to the moat ruinous competition. Hence,
the eub-treaeury will have a moat salutary effect.
Whatever may have been the reasons winch
induced the [utaoage of the act in question, lie re

tdl*Aeev.M (4**01*>«r*WarJUiai.certainly auto the
Stale which I have the honor in perl to represent, aa
I will have occasion to show before I conclude my r»marks.The Anglo-Saxon mode of testing the correctnessof things was by their resulta, and we
hould not depart from it. We cannot with proorielv Ml this neriod of our hiatnrv tie relied linnn

to substitute faith for experience, and theory for
ficta. We are eminently a practical people. Hence
it ia that 1 confeee I am in favor of adopting the
"wiae and maaterly inactivity" policy upon thia
question. It ia the policy recommended by oui
democratic aoutheni friend* upon the aubject ol
Oregon; and I adopt it, and 1 hope my weaiem
frienda will adopt it upon the aubject of the tariff
Let well enough alone ia an old and true maxim
1'he buaineaa of the country suffers by the coualani
agitation of thia question. I do not desire to recogmaea atale of "war" or "lioatilitiea" upon this
aubject.

But this act of 18411 is assailed upon many
grounds, and 1 admit that it is objrctionaUe in some
of its details These details I would be willing to
correct, but I will not agree to upturn the whole
system. It M denied by the Secretary of the Treasury,and by other gentlemen in high pla-es here,
(hat Congress baa the constitutional power to imposediscriminating duties in-favor of American industryand products, (long arguments are resorted
to in order to sustain the position,) and if it has, that
it is inexpedient and unjust to exercise itin the mannerauthorised in the aci under consideration

Aaide fmm coiiatUUUonul provisions, I affirm that
upon well-known principles of national law, well
understood at the time of the adoption of ihe constitution,each nation ia the sole Judge of ihe proprietyof commerce upon her own [iari, arid ought to
decline a commerce wbirh is disadvantageous or

dangerous. I find thia rule laid down by an eminent
writer (Mr. Vallel) upon national law:

The conductor of a imtiou uught to take particular care
to ancouraga a commerce that is advenugcoue to hie profit*.and to *u|»|>r«-H or Uy mtttiall that which ifl to

Mhnaiag* "

It never could have been the intention of the
framers of the constitution to rejieal thia rule of in
ternattonal lay. It is founded in reason, and sanctionedby the exjierience of agea.
The went of a power to "regulate trade" with

foreign nations and among the States was one of the
principal defects in the articles of confederation, and
was one of the main reasona for adopting ihe presentconstitution. Each Stale regulated its own

commerce, and different rates of duty were imposedin different porta. A moment's reflection
will show to what confusion and irritation ihe exererciseof that kind of State sovereignty would lead.
In 1786, two years prior to the assembling of the
convention which framed our present constitution,
the general assembly of Pennsylvania panned an
"act to encourage and protect the manufactures of
his Slate " In ratifying the preaeot constitution,
Pennsylvania surrendered the power, but not the
will, to protect herown industry. The power was
cunfided for Ihe general good to the Congress of the
United Stales, as I will now proceed lo snow.

I done, Mr. Chairman, belong to the "general
welfare " end latitudinariaii school of construction
isis. To do so would be to contend that Congress
was an omnipotent as the British Parliament, and
could control and override Slaie sovereignty, char-
ter hunks, and carry on internal improvement*
without limit. I hold that the general government
taone of specified and limited powers.of ceiled
powers.and that the Stales have retained all the
powers not expressly or by necessary implication
given to the federal government. By necessary implication,I mean the power proper to be exercised in
carrying into effect a power expressly granted. The
rule of construction is properly stated by the SupremeCourt of the United States, in the case of
McCullough, 4 Wheaton's Reports, page 316:
"If the end be legitimate, luvt within the acops of the constitution.all the meant which ere appropriate, which are

pliiniy adapl-d to that end. anil which are not prohibited,
may constitutionally be employed to carry it into effect."

All the means, therefore, to "regulate commerce,"
for the benefit of the people, are given to Congress.
The power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts,
and excises, is expressly conferred upon Congress
fry the 8th section of the first article, with one limitation.andlhat is, that "nil duties, imposts, and excisesshall he uniform throughout the United States;"
and the 10th section of the strme anicle deprive*
the States of the power. It says, "No Stale shall,
without the consent of Congress, lay any imposts,
or duties on imports or exports," tic. The States
huving thus deprived themselves of control oyer the
commerce of the country, expressly in the followingspecific grant conferred it upon Congress: "The
Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with
foreign nations, and among the several Stales, and with
the Indian tribes."
Now whitt is the signification of the word "regulate,"and what is the common as well as the technicalmeaning of the word "commrrce," and in

what sense did the framers of the constitution intendthey should be understood? Noah Webster,
in his dictionary, says that "regulate" means "to
adjust by rule, method, or established mode; as to

regulate weights and measures. To put in gootl order;as lo regulate the disordered stale of the nation
or ita finances. To subject lo rules or restrictions;
as to regulate trade, lo regulate diet." So lhat the
word regulate is understood to mean, to restrain, as

well as to ad just by rule. The word regulate is
well understood by every parson. Now what is
"commerce." 1 understand it to be the exchange
of the surplus products of one country or nation for
those of anothi r. Crabb, in the first volume of his
Technological Dictionary, thus defines the word:
"Commerce, an exchange of commodities, a traffickingor dealing with foreign couniries by means of
export! arid imports according lo specific laws " An
import duly is, therefore, strictly and literally a regulationof commerce with foreign nations.
The framers of the constitution well understood

the meaning of the phrase "to regulate commerce."They intended thereby to confer upon
Congress ih# power to protect our own ,ommerce

and the industry of our people ngainat the policyof other nations. They intended that our trade
with foreign nations should lie adjusted by rule,
by speeific laws. Government is said to ba institutedfor the good of the paople; and if so, we

ought to have the power to protect our people as

well against foreign soldiers operating in the field as

foreign commercial restrictions. We have the pow-
er.to meet restriction with rentnction. The power
to impose discriminating duties in favor of our navigatinginterests under thia clauae of the conalitnlionhaa never been diaputed, yet no greater reaaon

ex lata for the exercise of auch a power than to discriminatein favor of our mechanical and manufacturingindustry. Why should our own commercialmarine have a monopoly of the coasting trade,
and no protection lie afforded to our mechanics and
manufacturers? The first Congress which aaaernhlsdunder our present constitution in the spring of
1789, (and in it wrre many memhara who aided in
framing that instrument) mads provision in the secondand third acta which it passed for the protectionof the manufacturing as well as the navigatinginterests. The second act which it passed
was to "provide revenue for the support of the
government, the payment of the debts of the United
States, and the rnrniiragrmrnf of thmttlie
lurn." The next act which was passed imposed a

duty of 20 c nts per ton upon foreign vessels
trading with the United States, nnd they were absolutelyprohibited from engaging in the roasting
irade, and such has hren the law from that period
to the present day. Our immense coasting trade is

whokly in the hands of our own cilitene, usmg
American boats and vessels.
Upon this point of constitutional power, Mr.

Chairman, I could cite many authorities if time

(U 11)
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wtre afforded me. 1 aawrt without the fear of euc,ceaaful contradiction, that every American Preat
lent and every Cnngreae that haa ever acted itpaa"the eubieri haa atfirined that the (tower for which I
contend waa given. I could give the quolalionafrom the meaeagra of every Precident, hut aa

f they have given before I will not do it. But
there it one authority to which I deal re apecl-l'ly to call the attention of the committee. It
la the opinion of Jamea Madiaon, one of the
divtinguiehad framera and expoundera of the con'atitution; not given in order to obtain power
and place, but from the calm philoeophy of hut retirementfrom the turmoil of the world. In 18*/7,
coiielitutiona! acruplea, for the Aral uma, began to
be expressed, and iVlr. Madison was appealed to
and hie opinion asked upon ilia point, and ha cave
it in a letter to Jo*. C. Cabell, esq on the lBth of
Hepteinlier, 1B28, to be found in Nile*' Register
The distinguished philoaopher and staieennan, who
took ii'itea of everything that wa* said and done
during the formation of the conelitution, who took
part in all the diecusetona in regard to it, who was a
on ruber of the first Congress under it, who was

subsequently {'resident of the United Ste'ee, after
arguing the question at length, eume up hie opinions
in eight general proposition*, lie says:
"It i, a Iuu,,!.' ijuasliua uodsr ths ooiulilaV»e of the

L'nnxl flats*. whslbsr 'ths power In regulate Irwte with
for""*" nations ess distinct and ttmstaiitis,>in in ths
swaau-ralad powers, smhraces Iks okjoa. ol snSWuiagin*
by iluUss. restjictlons. and prohibilious the maiisthi-turrs
and products of tba country And ths sMrmstiou must bs
inferred from ths following considerations:

"I. The meaning of the phrase to rsgulals trade' mast
bs sought in the gensral use of it', in other words, iu the
objects lo which the power was generally understood lo bo
I'Milicatla when ths phrase was inserted in the constitution.

.X. The power has boon understood and uaed by all com
narcialan I manufacturing nation, as embracing the object

of encournging manufactures. Ilia believed ihst not s aiufieIflitqilMi b«IMMi
l lid lit! !»« »» iiartirularly the taae with in-at Brit

din, nhuaK cominert ul vocabulary it the* parent of oura \
Miliary ubjcrt ol lit-r fMHBM0i|| u'<>iln>«na id w»-ll known

to have be#* the protection ami encouregcioeol of her mio*
ufacturea.

4 nch wna understood to be tha pioper use of the paw
l> v the Stutr« most piaflfiM l'»r MflMHaftaf industry

* hil.t rfl^aUa tbr power tvn thair foreign trade
"6 8uch a um ol power hy Congrota accords with tha

MtatlM Md expectation of the (Mates in transferring ihe
power over trade from themtt-lves to thr govsiM cut 9 tnr

*ited hlatas. This was emphatically tha case in tha east
«rn tha mora manufacturing, mamhers of tha confederacy

|llt*i> hr cites the opinions of several tutii.gulahed man
who ii<1s<l in the formation of tha constitution.
"6 // ftapM hhf not tk* MNT, »' is onnikilottd for ikt

ta/iaw a policy without example in an* other nation, and
not w ithut the* rrison of tha aoiitary one in our «»w n

oxample alluded to it the prohibition of a tax on export*
which resulted from the apparent imposaihility of raiting
in thatmoda, a revenue from tha Htatrg proportioned to the
ability to pay it tii** ability of some being derived, nt a

great measure, not Iroin their exports, but from their Itbl
ries from their freights, and from their commerce at large,
in some ol iti t>ranches altogether external to the ru'e-l
"Mates; the profits from all of which. I'tinf invisible and intangible,would escape a tax oa rxparft- A tax on importg.
on tin* other hand, being a tax on consumption, which it in
proportion to tha ability of tha consumers, whancesoavar
derived, was fraa from that inequality I

7 If revenue ha the sola object of a legitimate impost
inl the encouragement of domestic articles he not w ithiu
the power to regulate trade, it would lollow that iio it*«>n<*

Usfaf or MMMI regulations of foreign na'ions
"o (interacted that neither tha staples of subsistence. nor
(Im- ««* nfiul implements for 11. M«U **4*1
any circurnstancet, be insured or fojdered at home by regitIitions the utrial »n«Rn
of providing for both; and that the American navigation,
though the source of naval delence ol a cheapening competitioniu carrying our valuable and bulky articles to market,
and of an Independent carriage of them during foreign wars,
when a foreign navigation might be withdrawn, mutt be at
once abandoned or speedily destroyed; it being evident that
a tonnage duty in foreign ports against our vessels and an

exemption of such a Ju»tjf in our ports in favor of foreign
vessels. mu«t have the inevitable eftVct of banishing ours
from the ocean.

t that the encouragemeat of manufactures was an objectto regulate trade, e proved by the us« made of that
power for thst object in the first session of the first ongressunder the constitution when among the members
present were so many who had been members of the federal
convention which framed tha constitution and of the State
conventions which ratified it; ea^h ot these cU«SM consistingof memt*ers who had opposed and who had espo ued
the constitution in its actual form It does not appear from
the punted proceedings of Congress on that occasion that
the power was domed by any of them And it msv t»e re
marked, that the members from Virginia in particular, as
well ol the anti federal as the federal party.the name* then
distinguishing those who had opposed and those who had
approved the constitution.did not hesitate to propose dutiaa,
and to suggrvf ms prokibitio*$ In favor of several articles of
her production. Bv one a doty was f coo <4 on mineral
eoalln favor of Virginia coal pits*, by a other a duty on

hemp was proposed to encourage the growth of that article;
and hv a third a prohibition of even foreign beef was suggestedas a measure of sound policy..(See Lloyd's Debates."]

1 iiave occupied much more time, iVlr. (.'hair nan,
tnon t his D»»int of constitutional power than perhaps
I ought, for it lias liccn considered nettled for years
past; Init such * ,a the r< sprctability arid elevation
of the places fr m whence it wee assailed, that I
thought it my duty to make the argument have.
1 close my remark* on this part of the case l.y sayingthat, whenever the Secretary of the Treasury
and gentlemen upon this floor shall successfully
meet and refute the positions of Jttmes Mmlium, the
great high prirst of the constitution, it will he lime
enough for them to give us young men in Congress
lessons upon the subject of our constitutional obligations.

I come now, Mr. Chairman, to consider some

genera/ principles upon which the doctrine for which
I contend is based. The foundation of the system
is national independence. Its nhject is to give em-

ployment, strength, and happiness to our own people,which cannot be effected in war or peace,
through fraud or design. Americana ought to feel
and to know that they have government, country,
and destiny of their own. If wo would he free, sovereign,and independent Slates, in feel.if we would
preserve our Union, we must not depend noon other
nations for our supplies of manufactured articles.
On the 22d of April, 1816, Mr. Calhoun, in a speech
in this Mouse in opposition to the motion of Mr.
Randolph to strike out the minimum* on cotton

goods, very justly remarked: (
" It (the protective policy) produce.I sn interest strictly

American, as much so as agtic uhnre, in tyhirh it had the
decided advantage of commerce or navigation. The eoun-
try will from this [American feeling] derive much advantage.Again: it is calcnlatrd lo bind tvqrlhrr rnnrr rhif.ly our

wiji'iprtad rtpublic. 1' will gi rally iucrrasr our mutual da*
pmdrnrr and intercourse, Rnd will, as a necessary conse-

quence, excite an increased attention to internal improve-
ments."
These arc sound statesman-like views, to which I

most heartily subscribe. It in true, their distin-
guishrd author does not maintain them now, nor do
the representatives of South Carolina, but that does
not render them less correct. I
The history of commerce snd trsde among na-

tions, Mr. Chairman, clearly proves that the nation
which supplies the raw material or grain always lie-
comes indebted to, and dependent upon, the nation
which supplies the manufacture I fabrics. The
greatest wealth and prosperity is found where there
is a division of labor. The balance of trude is al-
ways in favor of the manufacturing nation. That
which is " far-fetched is dear bought," is an old ,

and true maxim. For example: an English man-

ufarturer can send his manufactured article to (

Ohio for five per cent, freight upon the first
cost, but an Ohio farmer must pay two hundred <

percent, on his grain for its exportation to English <

consumers. Why should we send across the broad
Atlantic for our hats, our coats, our shoes, and our (

iron, in all its forms? Would it not he better for t
us to employ our own people to make them, and
thus always he in a condition to clothe, as well as tu t
feed ourselves? We are willing to send for such t

articles of luxury ns our rich people tei// Aire, and (

such article* of necessity ng we tin not or cannot

.grow or fabricate on account of our climate, want of
skill, (fee., and that will be sufficient to sustain our
commercial interests. There are a sufficient numberof articles of necessity and luxury which we

cannot produce in this country, to render our foreigncommerce important. To state more distinctlythe rule: I would discriminate between articles
of necessity and luxuries, and make luxuries pay a

uuty which would produce the moat revenue. I
would discriminate between articles made at home
and abroad, and place such a duty upon the foreign
rivals as would enable the Americans fairly and
with reasonable profits to compete with foreign
products. In oilier words, I would make a compe- (

litinn tariff.one which would always give the
American mechanic and manufacturer a little the
advantage in the American markets. I would raise
the thirty millions per annum, which we require to

carry on the government, in this way; thai is what
I call a revenue tariff, with incidental protection.
The proposed revenue tariff of the Secretary of the
Treasury will be noticed presently. Two years
ago, air, when this subject was before Congress, I
summed up my views in a speech, which I then
had the honor to make in this Houso, aa follows,
Subsequent reflection has strengthened me in the
conviction that they were right, and I therefore reIassert end reaffirm them:

I. The revenues necessary to »n economics! and ell)
cienl s lmmi«tmtlon of lire government, it is conatltntiemi
evnf Ifoflt snd Just to provide bjimpovt duties U| on for*
a* n i | of s

J ) lie constitution by Its trim*. (before irre'ed.) the
reasons which induced the c dt of the convention to adopt
it. its cotemporaneons exposition, snd the uniform prsc
tire of the government under it, admits of the imposition of
discriminating duties. * 1

.- '
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"S In tba adjustment ol Unit low I aoul.t impose sackduti«« uputi the- luiporttttioii of luxuries us would producethe most revenue, thereby resting much of the burdenof supporting the government upon the rich its possible"4 The prime neoosetries of lile (which we do not producein this country, such us tee end coffee) should be edmittedfree of dutv The free list ill this regard should be
** large as possible.
"6 Ui»on foreign products and manufactures, which are

rivals of. aud coma to competition with, our own. 1 would
impose such duties as would best protect American labor
and products against foreign labor and products."6. I'pon rival products of our own, which are Indispeusable In time of war I would im|»o*e a duty with a view to
pre/rrfie/i a/imr without regard to revenue.

7. No UrittUw can be effective, either for the purposeof supplying the government with revenue or protectingAmerican industry, with an uaaaund, islsisd panai en
M imports, and banking in

IMI6 '17, IH, Mil 1885,-od, "87, clearly proves this positisu**

To theae sentiments I never heard any objection*
upon the part of my conetiiuenla; and they did me
he honor to return me to this Congress by a largerdemocratic majority thaa that given to any member
now upon thia floor. I do not say that it waa on
account of my tariff opinion* alone that cau«ed (hem
lo do so; it may have been a generous confidence,
which it ehall always be my duty and pleasure to
deaerve, for neat to the approbation of my own conscience,I prize the good will and approiiaiion of myconstituents. AM that I have been, all thnt I am,
politically, or in the way of official station, I owe to
their generous confidence and steady eupport. I
Itnnw, etr, that rny tariff notions may not accord
witb those expressed by grntleuirn upon this floor
»nd elsewhere who claim to be democratic leaders;
hut as I obtained this place by no unworthy means,I would scorn lo hold it by the sacrifice of that independenceof thought and action which should ever
iietinguiah the representative of a free people. A
public man who has not firmness enough to act and
>|ieak as he think* right, has hardly virtue enough
to deserve a friend, an I certainly not a at at in thia
treat representative body.I come now, Mr. Chairman, to notice the posilionaof Ibe Secretary of the Treaaury, upon which
the bill now under conaideration ta baaed. Fie first
tatea that no more money ahnuld be collected than
a neceaaary for the wants of the government, aeon
mically adminiatered. In thie aenliment, I most

cheerfully concur. To levy import dutiea, with a
new to distribute them among the Statee, would be
in contravention of the ap rit of the conatitution. I
Jo not think (hat It would be expedient for Congreta
lo "regulate commerce" with that view. Nor
would it lie proper lo diatribute the proceeds of the
public land aalea among the Slatea, because it
would lead lo heart-burnings among our southern
brethren, who think it unconstitutional, and with
much ahow of reaaon; and besides, it might lead to
the necessity ol imposing duties upon articles of
necessity, which we do not produce in this countryThe next position which he advances is one from
which 1 entirely dissent. It ia one which is in
violation of the revenue policy of this government
Irom Us organisation to the present day, and which,
if carried out, will produce a complete revolution tn
the business of this country. 1 undertake lo say
here, in my place, that if u direct tax of k.'KlO.OtlO
waa annually imposed upon the people of Pennsylvaniafor the purpose^ of the general government, it
would not be so much or so injuriously fell as to
have the doctrine laid down by Mr. Walker acted
upon, lie saya that it ia revenue alone which we
ire to look to in the imposition of dutiea; that specific
duties should lie abandoned; and thnt no diacriminationfor protection should be allowed. AI* idea of
protection to any or all classes of our people byineunaof commercial regulations is to be abandoned,
it makes no difference what foreign restrictions are
im[>o«ed upon us; and the same duty must lie imposvdupon arttclea of luxury, such as winea and
ilka, aa are imposed upon hats, clothing, or alines

It is revenue alone which ia tn be looked to. even
ihough our markets are to be given to foreigners,
snd our mechanics deprived of profitable labor. If
20 per cent, an an article will yield aa much revenueaa 10 per cent., the ten per cent, ia lo lie preferred.I am for the ayatem which will produce sufficientrevenue, and afford protection. An ad valoremduly ia to be adopted, which will give great protectionwhen it is not wanted, and none when it ia
For example: if the price of iron, from any eattttc, is
raised In Kngland, and 30 per cent, upon us value
is imposed when brought into this country, the pric^
nf the article ts enhanced to the consumer; whereas,
ifa specific duty of so much per ton waa imposed, it
would make no difference what the prtne ot the foreigniron might he, the duty would bo the same.
The consumer and the manufacturer in this country
would, therefore, both be beaefited, the revenue
would be more certain, and the manufacturer would
be protected from an excessive importation when
ihe foreign article is \ery cheap. No commercial
nation has ever yet adopted an entire system of ad
valorem duties. But I have not time lo go into detail.The British government, which is governed
by interest and policy alone, knows very well wlial
will be the effvc l of Mr. Walker's opinions, if Con-
grcss snount uuopt mem; ana nence u wan tnat Parliamentordered hia report to be published. Ureal
Britain, having been deprived of a market in the
Ueiman states by the Uerman league, or Zoll-Verein,turns, with anxifl is solicitude, to this oountry,
and auk* to be permitted, in the language of Lnrd
John Kussell, in his late Oregon speech, to "clothe
the American people." Sir, the people whom I
have the honor to represent have a little too much
pride to suflcr that. Twenty-six millions of people,
united under what is called the Zoll-Verctn, to imposecountervailing duties on British goods, and thus
protect their own manufactures; and it is, therefore,
no wonder that markets are sought in America. Whai
nther statesman in this country has ever been honoredby having his reports or speeches ordered
to he printed by the Parliament representing the
great robber nation, which has always looked upon
the rising greatness and increasing commerce of this
rountry with a jealous eye? Has the British Parliamentever been so much pleased with our declarationof independence, the ennstitution of the
United States, the farewell address of Washington
or Jackson, or the Texas letter of Mr. Walker lnmself,as to order them to be republished,and thereby
give the doctrines which they contain its sanction?
But, sir, this is not tho only notice which is taken
of our secretary's report. Sir Robert Peel, now
at the head of the British government, in his great
speech on the corn bill, in the House of Commons,
mi the 26th of January, 1846, after speaking in the
highest terms of the rcpnrt, says: "I see some

aymptoms a rendy of an aJUtrincr to the principles
by which we have been guided. Look at the repori
if the American Secretary of the Treasury, Mr
Walker. That slotri that our example lias not been
itnnt'at/ing " So that it seems, our secretary follows
[he example of the British statesmen, instead ol
ooktng to the fathers of our republic. Mr. Joffer
ion once exclaimed, "What have I done, that my
metrites praise me?" Our secretary might wel
r>auec, and make the same inquiry. We are then, u

teetns, to follow the example of the British governmentThat is noi the lead I follow. If the fathers ol
>ur republic had been guided by lbs principles of nut
:ruel stepmntlier across tho water, we would have
leen compelled to purchase our manufactured arii:lesfrom her at the present day. British arms have
wtoe bean "unavailing" against this country, and I
rust in God that we are not now to be aeduced by
lie force of exa uple If we are to become coloueaagain of Great Britain, let it be done by force
ifarms, not by the seductive influence of example
he lap of Delilah. Bui let us look n little further
rito this business. We are to be governed by Engishprinciples in legislating in regard to commerrnlregulations and public revenues; that is to say,
he same laws which would be beneficial in Engandwould lie beneficial here. Sir, I deny the fact.
England is old, her population dense, the laborers
nere machines, capital is cheap, her manufacturn;interest the lending one. America is young,
ler territory large, her population scattered, her
;overnmeot republican, arid agriculture the principalemployment. In England, the manufacturer
nid mechanic ask for free trade; not so here. We
Idler in everything except our language. How,
hen, can v e follow the example of England in our

rgislation?
But the honorable gentleman from Georgia, (Mr.

onxs,] who opened this debate, says that Sir llob:rtBeel has abandoned the landed, and gone over
o the msnuf ictnring interest; that he now legislates
or the masses, and not for a particular class. I adnitthat ire has changed his position, but I affirm
hat it was from no love of principle, from no love
if this country; it was to maintain the mnnufaetur-
ngand commercial supremacy of his government.
["he member from Ueorgia asks, "Can we expect
hat England will gire a market for our grain with-
>ut we will take in return her products?" In an-

iwer I have to say that, if she will take breadstuff*
rnongh to pay for one-fifth or one-sixth of the mar-
factored articles which shs sends us, I will agree to
elsx nnr revenue system. We took near 100.000.X)0dollars' worth of her manufactured snides the
Set year, and she did not take 10.000,000 dollars'
worth of grain and manufacture*, A* far hack m

^ ^

n.
M AIIil K t,:,

General Jackson answered all an li question*
in s Utter U> l>r. Coleman, of North Carolina. H*
aaya:

"I ewill Mk, What t« the real situation ol our agriculturistsw i,. m h kfl H" tairk «" fiinii i Market 'ui 1.1* mm
plus product*? Except for cotton, he ha* neither a I'oreigi
nor a home market Doe* not thi« clearly prove, when
there i« no narket either at home or abroad, that there o
too much labor employed in agricultuie, and that the t han
n»l* for labor should be multiplied' ( ommon tenae point*o it at once the rented) Draw from agriculture tliii super*hundant labor employ it in mediantum *ud iii.tiiMf«ct-.irck
thereby creating a aome market lor Your t>r«ad*tull». andistributinglabor to the most profitable account, and beoeAt* to the country will result Take from agriculture inthe United fttate* six hundred thousand men. womeu, am
children, and you will at once five a home market for morebctMhtfsAiIInmiallhseamsm« famiehaa aa la ikarf,
*« km* U<n I** lonnuKjtcf t.» Ik* Biili k menknnt* It i»
time we should become a little more Atnt-iicanized, and
»"»'««! "i hiUM tka psspsr* " Kngla I, fssd 4
or else, in a then '"i" I > IBtlfl I
we shall all be rendered pauper* ourselves

But, air, although 1 admit that there is a scarcity
«> grain ill caigiailfj lliUl MIC WUIIt, HIMtUt ld.UMU,000 buaheU annually to *u|>,ily Ihe drficieiicy, ahe
dura not look to this country for null aupply,andwould not, if wa permitted her to furnish all oui
manufactured articlea free ufduly. It ia idle to anythat the repeal of her corn lawa will ((really benefit tin
agriculturistofthiacountry. I »inci rt ly wteh M would,
for I would rather leaolate for the bene lit of the
farmers than any other clan nf pe»,,|a. They conaiitutathe mam eircngih of ihe nation. It is ihen
buaineoa upon which all others depend; it la the moat
dignified aa well aa useful pursuit, and I ocli'Vr it i»
ihe natural employment of man. We are told byDivine authority, that "the hualmndmno that labornthshall be the first partaker of the fruit." Hut, air
it tlna Ihe only grain-growing country? In 1826, lh»
Briliah government nppotiilei! it cummisnioiier, (MrJacob#,) and directed him to proceed to the coun ry
upon ihe Baltic, die , to aacertuin whether a supplyof grain could be obtained from there, and lor wha>
price, dt.c. Here la hia repuri, which 1 have ohlain
ed Irom the library, making UiiU pagca. He waa 1101
sent to ihe valley of the Miaaiastitpt, which we heai
of so much. In 1840, the Britiah goveinmcnt instructedher consuls in all ihe mails of trade to re
|>ort upon the grain trade; and they did so, iheir reportsmaking n large liook, by which it call be seen
thai oihtr couniiiea can supply Kngland with nearly
aa much aa she wauls, cheaper than we can. McCullough,an approved English writer, in hie CommercialDictionary, afier a;waking of the average
price of grain in New York and Philadelphia, which
lie aays is from $1 12 to fil 20 per bushel, aaye:

"It ought to ho remarked that the prices in America sr.
ususll) liigker then In the Usltic, so that hut little can h«
brought from the former, (America.) except wliea the de
man 1 is sufficient previously to take oil the cheaper wbeah
f the northern porta "

I have not time to gi> into the atntialica to ahow
the reason of the low price of grain on the Baltic oi
Black sea; but aa conclusive authority upon thi
point I am now discussing, I cite a portion of thr
speech of Lord Ashburton, that clenr-eighted and
sagarioue statesman, in the flouse of Lords in Feltruarylast. Altar snymg that the products nf ihi
«nil of England were grently augmented, he observedin regard to the deficiency of supfily in the Engliah market:

"Brit the supply must not he expected from America; anc
we could not nste u better proof id this then the lsct that a'
this moment American corn could come here, through!'an
sda. at a duty of lour shillings (per quarter id eignt hush
.la J and yet, if thr returns w«rs cxaminrd.it would b<
»ii-l thli is.nr tenths u! tin- rig i nought t«> ft M

land was from the Baltic though th»- <luty on grain from lb
shores was fifteen shilling* a quarter."
And yet, .Mr. Chairman, in thr face of these unanswerablefacta and arguments, we are constantly askedto open our porta to Britiah fabrics herait»e she

will take our grain to pay for them I have shown
that ahr will not do it, except to a limited extent,
and that only from necessity. She would not take u
hiiabrl if *he had auffi'ient land to Npply h»'r own
wants. If she is really in favor of a liberal commercialsystem, why does xhe not take off*the duty of
1,900 per rent, which she imposes upon tebarco oi
our southern States, and thereby rumen near seventeenmillions of dollars per annum ? In answer to this
demand of England upon the nations of the earth fot
a liberal commercial system and free trade, Ih«
French minister of commerce, M. Cunin Gridain, u
February last, in the Chaoiber of deputies, made th«
following appropriate reply.one which we might
make for the same arid stronger reasons:

"They who behold in the reform proposed to the F.iiglish
Parliament a nomage paid to the theory ofabsolute com mer
trial liberty art quite mistaken [Hear bear ] They who
think that Ktiglaud gives ua iu this an example which we

otight to eagerly fofiow. have formed an opinion which wt
consider altogether premature, flit-ar, hear] Kngland
when she legislates lor her commerce, never listen* to an)
whisperings hut those which her interest* "ugg-st*; in thai
wv ought to imitate lier. She does not allow herself to he
moved by theories.she looks chieflv to facts. Nowhere
W4J the prohibitive system practised for a longer time oi
more completely than with her. an I she Uepaited from it
only when sho saw that an ub oiutc necessity existed for
her to find new markets W hat does the reform now beiore
P rliament propose to do? It modifies the corn laws, and
shifts to manufacturing wealth the preponderance which
his hitherto belonged to territorial power, it reduces
the duties on several of the necessaries of life, and on objectin which Kngland does not fear any competition} but
it has most carefully preserved them on others which de
mand protection. It is certain that F.ngland hopes to iedureother great powers to follow her exafaple; but will
he succeed in doing so ? In order to imitate her, ,in my
opinion, one ought to be in the same situation as Kngland;
she ought to be competed-with on equal tcims But that is
not an ea«y matter; for what nation has as much machinery,
it poweiful ;i navy, and as main Colonlit? (Hear, hear.]
KngUnd has only decided to he liberal in commercial matters,wh n she found her advantage in being so let us d"
like her.let us reject all abrupt transitions Since 1814 all
....I U.IUIIII ..... ...... .... ...TOjtH .1,.,UII

of our manufactures unit the development of our shipping
interest; let u« remain within the line sn drawn until such
times*, like Kngland, we ahull have 110 longer need of such
precaution. Political economist* may. at their ease, declare
themselves partisan* of free trade, hut a prudent governmentought to act otherwiae.ought to carefully weigh Interest*of every kind, and protect them steadily: Pr-hibitionhas run its race ; we ought to enter on u course of advaneementand of wisely moderate protection ; hut beyond
that we ought not to go. [Hear ] l et 11s reserve to one
selves the home market, for it will always he found to be
best. When our productive power shall be as great a* thai
of Kngland, we may act as sue is now doing but success
in what she is attempting is only possible where nn immensemanufacturing development exists. We. however,
propose to present next session a hill which will make very
considerable modification* in our, present duties but we

-hall act with caution, and shall endeavor to conciliate all
interests. [Hear, hear]"

I have thus shown that the people of the graingrowinganil manufacturing, if not the cottongrowingSlates, would gain nothing, end would
huvc their home market injured, by following the
"example" of, or ndopling a more liberal commercialpolicy with England. Ilnw fur supposed
commercial advantages on either side led to the settlementof the Oregon rpiestion in the manner stated
in the newspup'rs, I am not prepared now to say;
when the injunction of secrecy shall he taken off,
the treaty proclaimed, and the budget which the
President sent to the Senate with it shall lie opened
and it* contents made known, I will he prepared to
ict ami speak in the premises. I will not condemn
the President, or any other person, in advance and
without a henring. Hut I confess that I have my
fears. 1 feur that England has got more than she
ought to have, and, above all, I fear that in our

legislation she is about to obtain commercial atlvan
tagea w hich will be more valuable to her than the
whole of Oregon, and which will prnva destructive
to the interests of the great State I hnve the honor
in part to represent. I voted for the notice recommendedby the President; and if we could have
passed it nt once, without six weeks' talk about the
great atrength of this nation, the horrors of war

and the beauties of peace, I believe a more advantageoussettlement could have been obtained. More
speeches were made upon the subject than were

made 111 the old continental Congress from 1774 to

1783. Really I fear that Great Britain will think A

nation whose representatives talk so much will not
act in a manner either to maintain its rights or hurt
anybody. But I do not wish to consume my time
upon this point.
As I find my ti ne ia nearly expired, 1 must hurrymy remarks to a close. The representative* from

the south, and soma from the west, compliin of|
the oppression tiniler which they I bor in consequenceof the ptesent system end deal in general
denunciations about monopolies.aliool one portion
of the fieople being taxed for the benefit of another,
Ac. Their language is that of complaint and menace.Now, gentlemen, come forward with your
specifies'ions. You say that the high duties under ihe
act of 1842 make high prices; that your commerce
is destroyed, Ac. Show us what article of neces'i-
ty or convenience has been increased in price. Do
you pay more for cotton goods? Why, no, you get
them cheaper than ever. Do you pay any more for
hats, clothing, or shoes, than you did before? Or-
'ainly not; you gel them cheaper than ever, and made
hy our own mechanics. Do you pay more for coal
lhan yon did before? No; because it can he obtained <

heaper than ever, notwithstanding the duty was in-
reaaed from 62 rent* to fit 75 per p »n. And 1
think I can show that if it had not been for the pas-
age of the act of 1842, you would have been
obliged to pay 15 or 90 per cent, more for iron than
you do now. As soon as the act of 1842 waa

passed, with knowing that there w»s going to hs so

great u demand for the article in England, many en-

mi p...*. ^fppun mill !» , «-
I

raged 10 iu manufacture III this country. end thus
supplied (he market; whereas, it' Wi had de,*nd«d,
» uaf»re, on (he fclnglish »u iply, the price mint
necessarily have greatly tmreaacd, because. Kng*Uiid could not furnish a oufti- lent quantity for (lie
consumption of hoth countries. And yet almost
svery speaker from a certain quariar of the Union
has something to aay again*! Pennsylvania about
this duly on Ci*al and iron. Uood iron ore ia to be
found hi nearly every Stale of thia Union; and if
there ia ao much money to tie made iu ita manulai

'ure,why la it that other Stales do not inmate ourexample* Tne iron eatabhahmenla which have been
erected ill Pennsylvania aim a 184SJ, pay near
IISO.OUO per annum in the sha|>e of loll* to that
Siat*. Those erected in the county in wbi h 1 havethe honor to reside, paid ills Stale for the tranaportatontf the manufacture 1 a llele alone, the last year,over aevru thousand dollare, a« I am informed. I
<ay nothing of the grain they consume, tj»e labor
they employ, and the money they circulate. Tina
great increase in the Iron business has injured nolass of people, and yet u would reully seem that it
is to be made the subject of complaint against mynative Stale. Sir, it ia now become an axiom, that
the degree of civilisation attained by any nation or
people may l>« teste-. by the uuannty or iron theymanufacture and consume. It ia one of the great
necessaries of life, and ia the great article with which
we defend ourselvee in lime of war; and therefore we
lUglit to do aa all other civilistd nations have d me,
protect ita manufac ure. It ia more valuable than
mutes of gold or silver, which only serve to gratifyvaricaand banish industry. It has been beautifullysaid, lhat it "accommodates itself to all our
warns, our desires, and even our caprices; it ia
qually serviceable lo the arts, the sciences, to agriculture,and war; the aame ure furnwhee the sword,'lie plowshare, the scythe, the pruning hook, the
needle, the spring of the watch, or a carriage, the
hisal, the chain, the anchor, the romp as, ilia cannon,and (he bomb; it ia a medicine of much virtue,ind ihe only meial friendly to the human frame "

I also deny lhal our commerce liaa been injur- d; the
ominercial lades do rot ahnwjt. liut even though
>ur foreign trace suouiu rail on a HUIe, our internal
lid coasting trade has greatly increased, which ie
nuch more | rofi* iblc, a id employs rooro wf our
'Qople. Urntlemeo ought noi to complain thai eartainportion* of the Union engaged in inauufarurea,are enterprising, and thereby proe|«r I recuninendthem to go and do likewise; to do as we
*».

"To trurn ifnoble ease, and lies laborious dajri!"
But, it is said that we must reduce the duties, in<rdsr to induce firger importations, and tints obtain

more revenue to carry on the war with Mexico. 1
do not think that thie little matter of war that we
iave got on hand, with that feeble end disiraclrd
nation, should cause a change in our revenue system;but even if it did, a reduction of ihe dutiee,
experience proeee, reduces Ihe revenue. At the
commencement of the laet war the duties were
doubled, in order lo increase the revenue; and nuw
it is pioposed to reduce them. During the laet year
our exports were about ninety millions, and the imjiorteabout the same. If imports itre greatly increased,what will we |>ay for them with? Accordingto my calculation, under the reduced scale of
duties proposed by the bill aow under consideration,
we would have to linpoit from fifty to eighty millionsmore than we did leal year In order lo get
revenue enough to carry on the government, if we
Had no war ex|>etiaes. That would reuse loo
nesvy a drain upon our specie. I am willing to
impose duties ujion articles that are now in the free
list, to borrow money, or issue treasury notes, in
order to push this war to a successful termination;
ml 1 do not believe it will be so protrarled as to call
for any great change in our revenue laws. I would
never consent to make it a war of conquest. 1
would make it a vigorous war, to force a peace, and
obtain our juat rights; but 1 would be very careful
how I annex territory won by the sword, or incorporatea conquered people, unacquainted with our
institutions into our Union. Neither republican
nor religious principles are to lie propagated at tha
point of the bayonent. 1 believe it is a part of the
leaiiny of this nation to give free institutions to thie
whole continent; but it must be done by degrees,
snd by mural suasion. Christianity and republtanismmust go hand in band.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman. I desire to make a
'ew. observations in reply to the unkind allusions
vhich have been made to my native Stale. Sir,
marly every speaker has had something sneering!v
to say about the position which the democracy of
that Slate ha* always heretofore, and now occupies, 1

ipon this question of the tariff. That good old
Commonwealth seems to be, in this debate, a little
like the man in the frontispiece of the almanac.all
fire pointing at him.
The honorable gentleman from Tcomi-ce [Mr.

IoiinsonI gravely asked us to come upon the democraticplatform. Sir, 1 would like to know wiieo I
Pennsylvania has been off that platform, ri d with
what propriety a gentleman calling himself a democrat,from Tennessee, which win whig m 1S3(>.
whig in 1840, and whig in the greet rnnteat of 1844,
can give such an invitation! Charity begins at
home; and I therefore suggeat to him the propriety>f getting his own State into democratic line, in ]
-oaie of the greut contests for political power, and
ihrn we will listen to him with some degree of attention.Why, air, these Stales of Tennessee end
North Carolina, from whence the distinguished
chairman of the Committee of Ways ami Means,
[Mr. McKiv,] who has submitted the bill now uponthe table, comes, ore only in our way when we 1
come ta elect a democratic President. And yet
these gentlemen now claim to lay down the platformwhich the democracy of other Slates most occupy!But it is said we do not, in Pennsylvania,
belong to the progreuivr democracy. I do not know
what kind of progress is nieunt, without it is the
Kino wtnen we witness in lennessee, winm is sum
to gel on the whig aide; a kind of crab democracy,
thai learns "downward to climb and backward 10
advance." Sir, Pennsylvania is always moderate
in pretence, but greully in demand about election
times: then, there is a great deal of lip service: her
democracy is not questioned then: but as soon as

the smoke of the conflict has evaporated, we see
these democrat * from whig Sluies about Washington,thick as blackberries, to claim the spot's of victory.I would like to auk these gentlemen, who
get wise beyond what is written, and claim to belongto the progressive democrary, whether they
are prepared todn without the old-fashioned, Jtffersonian,stone-fence, bee-line democracy of Pennsylvania?"Can the eye say to the huud, I have no I
need of thee?" I

Sir, we occupy the name position upon this ques- j
lion of the tariff which was occupied by Jefferson, 'i
Madison, Monroe, and Jackson; the same position 1
which we have occupied since the organization of
the government, and we are not now to be driven
from it; and I advise those who desire to obtain m

retain poliiiral power, to tnko bred how they trifle
with the industrial pursuits of the people of that
great State. But we hear a great deal about monopolies,and it is said that we plunder the people I
of the south under these revenue Inws. The only
kind of monopoly that I. know ol is in the public
offices under tne general government. V/e very
seldom get a President, a Speaker of the House of
Representatives, or a chairman of the Committre of
Ways and Means, or any other officer, from one of the
great northern States. And yet we do nearly all the
voting, and consume three fourths of the goods subjectto duty, and therefore pay three-fourths of the
taxes, ifgentleme.ii please to call custom house dutiestaxes. Look at tliis House as now organized:
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means
from a federal State; New York, with thirty four
representatives, has three chairmen of unimportant
committees; and Illinois, with six representat
has four chairmen of important committees. ivs,
sylvania is treated with the same neglect. f-nn- I
sir, there has not been a great debate, even Whv.
Committee of the Whole oil ihe slate, of the in iho
for the lust three years, in which a member north of
Mason and Dixon's line has occupied the cbnir.
The. truth is, the time has arrived when it has becomenecessary for the democrary of the great Staten
of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio to stand togetherby way of self-defence. The only reason
which is assigned for treating the representative!!
fr .m thcac great States with so much neglect is, that Y

they are not kept here long enough to obtain the requisiteexperience to take a prominent part in the
business of legislation; but that, in my judgment, is
not a sufficient reason.
A few more words, Mr. Chairman, in reply to

lh« suggestion by way of ihreat made by the gen>lamanfrom Georgia. [Mr. Jones.1 that they would
impose excise duties upon our products if the
present system of revenue laws whs continued.
Sir, that, in my judgment, in the worst form of nullification.If we are to have nullificaiion, let it he
done with a bold and manly front, iu"h as we witnessedin South Carolina some years since.not by
taxing products sent from one Stole l-o another
The constitution provides for free trade between the
States, and to prevent it by excise dulie* would he
the most certain way of destroying our Union. But
I hove no fears of that, notwithstanding these
threats, which are as harmless ns they are uncalled
for; and the only evil we wish those who mnka
them is, to know how little we care for them. Sir,
mr Union is the ark of safety for our southern
rirnd* as well as forus We can live as well out
jf it as they can, and they know it very well. It
was the swaddling-clothes of our net onal infancy,
nd it is the coat of mail which envelopes the giant
limbs of national manhood. It has "grown with
nur growth, and strengthened with our streng'h."
With the recent admission of new States, the great
sx'ension of our territory, and the grrm increase of
our population, thank Qod, tha constitution of out
fa there 1a auil solid and entire.

jl


